
Never yet in all my years as 

a radio ham have I ever 

experienced such quiet 

bands. I don’t mean free of 

noise, I mean free of opera-

tors. 

I have been through a few 

periods of low sunspot cy-

cles, maybe not as bad as 

this one, but I have never 

not heard anyone operating 

on frequency. 

The only activity, very low 

activity, that I hear is on 

the AWA Saturday morning 

net. With about 5 or 6 at 

most calling in on 40m. 

On a Saturday afternoon, 

Barrie ZS6AJY and myself 

can still work each other on 

CW. When things are really 

rough, we simply go to 80m 

and gave 599 QSO’s.  

The thing that amazes me 

is that it is still possible to 

operate, even with these 

poor conditions. But it 

seems that people have just 

given up, saying they will 

wait for the bands to im-

prove. 

Radios now become orna-

ments on display in unused 

shacks. What a pity. 

We need to be making more 

scheduled times and get out 

there more often and be 

“Radio Active”. 

You do realise of course 

these fine old boat anchors 

that many of use were not 

made to be ornaments. 

When you leave them to 

stand, the valves become 

gassy, lose their ability to 

heat up properly and be-

come unusable. Of course 

you all know that’s com-

plete nonsense but its 

worth a try. 

But things like relays get 

corroded and don’t operate 

properly when you do start 

them up again, and that’s 

true. 

Its an absolute injustice to 

leave them standing too 

long. 

I can just hear some of the 

comments that will come 

about as a result of this 

piece. 

Come on people, lets get back 

on the air, even if it is only 

once a week for the AWA 

net. Poor old president 

Jacques is getting quite exas-

perated thinking up subjects 

for discussion points and 

having no one to participate 

in the nets. (Sorry Jacques), 

I’m trying all the tricks in 

the book here to try and get 

more participation. 

We will either remember this 

as one of the most difficult 

times we have had for com-

munication, or we won’t re-

member it because we just 

gave up on trying. 

See you all on frequency 

soon. 

 

 

Best 73 

DE Andy ZS6ADY  
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Electrical Telegraph 
 

Soon after the first successful telegraph systems were operational, the possibility of transmitting 
messages across the sea by way of submarine communications cables was first mooted. One of 
the primary technical challenges was to sufficiently insulate the submarine cable to prevent the 
current from leaking out into the water. In 1842, a Scottish surgeon William Montgomerie intro-
duced gutta-percha, the adhesive juice of the Palaquium gutta tree, to Europe. Michael Faraday 
and Wheatstone soon discovered the merits of gutta-percha as an insulator, and in 1845, the latter 
suggested that it should be employed to cover the wire which was proposed to be laid from Dover 
to Calais. It was tried on a wire laid across the Rhine between Deutz and Cologne. In 1849, C.V. 
Walker, electrician to the South Eastern Railway, submerged a two-mile wire coated with gutta-
percha off the coast from Folkestone, which was tested successfully. 

John Watkins Brett, an engineer from Bristol, sought and obtained permission from Louis-
Philippe in 1847 to establish telegraphic communication between France and England. The first 
undersea cable was laid in 1850, connecting the two countries and was followed by connections 
to Ireland and the Low Countries. 
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HF HAPPENINGS: 

 

 DXCC News  
The ARRL Awards Branch has approved the recent E31A opera-#on, Eritrea, May 2017 

for DXCC credit.  

 

3Y0Z Bouvet DXpedi#on (Press Release 6, dated 27 June)  
In consulta#on with our new transporta#on partner Aerovias DAP, we con#nue to refine 

our plans for our Bouvet DXpedi#on. We ex-pect to depart from King George Island, in 

the South Shetlands Islands on 13 January 2018. Our transit #me to Bouvet will be be-

tween 9 and 11 days depending on weather and the sea state.  

Upon arrival at Bouvet we will conduct reconnaissance flights to the island and select a 

campsite free of crevasses. As weather permits we will begin building our radio city on 

the ice and secure our infra- structure. Then antennas will go up, our equipment will be 

assembled and we will begin non-stop opera#ons. We are planning to be at Bouvet for 

21 days, and depending on weather and other factors we hope to be on the air for 14 to 

16 days. Then we will return to either King George Island or Punta Arenas, Chile. All in 

all, we will be away from civiliza#on for 6 to 7 weeks.  

Final prepara#ons con#nue this summer, and we s#ll have a lot to do:  

* Equipment will be tested under simulated harsh condi#ons at the QTH of K9CT.  

* Antennas will be assembled, tested and packed for transit at the QTH of WB9Z.  

* The Sea Container will be packed and shipped from Atlanta the first week of October.  

A team mee#ng will be held in Atlanta between 7 and 10 Sep-tember. Topics to be dis-

cussed will include – Safety, Helicopter opera-#ons, Site selec#on, Shelter erec#on and 

quick deploy plans, Weather, Escape plans and rescue, Medical considera#ons, EME set-

up and tes#ng, Familiariza#on and opera#on of Flex Radios and Amplifiers, Propaga#on 

and our strategy, Operator scheduling and.... more.  

Our fund-raising con#nues. We are pleased with our progress toward our goal of 740 

500 USDs. The team has commiIed 400 000 USDs cash as well as paying for their own 

transporta#on, food and hotel expenses.  

DX Clubs have stepped up and some have added addi#onal contribu#ons as have many 

individual DXers. How-ever, we are s#ll about 200 000 USDs short. Please help if you can. 

We have a large payment due for the vessel and helicopters in several months.  

Please check our website www.bouvetdx.org at periodically for updates and addi#ons as 

we progress toward departure. You can also join our Facebook group 

www.facebook.com/groups/639362206232014.  

For the 3Y0Z team, Ralph, K0IR, Bob, K4UEE, and Erling, LA6VM  

 

ILLW registra#ons roll in  
The 20th year of the Interna#onal Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend will be in August and so far, it has 240 registra#ons with 

organisers ready for many more in the coming weeks. In the lead for the premier fun-event is Germany on 48, followed by Aus-

tralia 35, the USA 30, then comes England, The Netherlands, Scotland, South Africa and Sweden.  

A new country is Serbia, where Alex, YU1CA, is at the Tamis River West Lighthouse overlooking the Danube River.  

The Norwegian Radio Relay League club social weekend has the Lista Lighthouse LI5TA ac#va#on, while for Finland’s centenary of 

independence there’s OH1AM at the Kylmapihlaja Lighthouse.  

Other registra#ons come from Argen#na, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Cyprus, Denmark, France, Gibraltar, Ireland, 

Italy, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Northern Ireland, Panama, Poland, Portugal, Puerto Rico, Switzerland and Wales.  

Simple guidelines apply to the portable use of Amateur Radio from and immediately nearby historic lighthouses and lightships. 

For all registra#ons on the Interna#onal Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend 19 and 20 August, along with past reports and gen-

eral informa#on, visit with website www.illw.net  

 

NCDXF NewsleIer  
The Northern California DX Founda#on’s Spring 2017 NewsleIer is now available at www.ncdxf.org/pages/newsleIer.html. It 

contains ar#cles on S9BT and S9WL (Sao Tome 2016), XX9D (Macau 2017), H44GC and H40GC (Solomon Islands and Temotu 

2016).  

 

Logs and QSLS recovered  
7Q7BP, 7Q7FOC, C91MR, C93MR, C96MR, C97MR, 5X1P, 9Q5MRC, 9U5MRC, G3MRC, VK8CP and Z38/G3MRC. QSL Manager Phil 

Whitchurch, G3SWH, reports the following [edited], “Joe, G3MRC, became a Silent Key (SK) in early May 2017 and I am pleased 

 July  
 

18 to 22 - Vryfees Arts Fes#val, 

Bloemfontein  

22 - CTARC 71st AGM  

23 – ZS2 Sprint  

24 - All schools open  

25 - Closing date August Radio ZS  

29 and 30 - RSGB IOTA Contest  

August  
1 - Tish'a B'Av  

5 to 12 – IARU Region 1 YOTA Sum-

mer Camp, Gilwell Park, UK  

6 – SARL HF Phone Contest  

9 – Na#onal Women’s Day; SARL YL 

Sprint  

11 to 13 - Klein Karoo Klassique, 

Oudsthoorn  

19 and 20 - Interna#onal Lighthouse 

and Lightship Weekend  

20 – SARL HF Digital Contest  

24 - Closing date for September 

Radio ZS  

25 and 26 - Hantam Vleisfees, Cal-

vinia  

27 - SARL HF CW Contest  

31 Aug to 3 Sept - Gariep Kunste-

fees, Kimberley  
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to announce that I have obtained from Joe's widow copies of the logs and a quan#ty of blank cards for each of the above call 

signs. The logs had all been previously uploaded to LoTW by Joe, but have now also been uploaded to www.g3swh.org.uk, 

where there are log search facili#es for each call.  

Joe's RSGB membership lapsed at the #me of his passing. Therefore, I am unable to process or respond to any bureau QSL re-

quests what-so-ever as the RSGB QSL Bureau will not forward outgoing cards for non-members. Consequently, paper QSLs for 

this sta#on are *ONLY* available DIRECT with adequate return or via the OQRS facility at www.g3swh.org.uk. There is further 

informa#on on my web site.  

 

Opera#ng Tip  
Logging ALL the Contact Informa#on - It is good prac#ce to log all per#nent informa#on with your contacts, and ensure that 

informa#on is also included when uploading to LOTW. Many HF operators collect coun#es, while VHF/UHF operators are inter-

ested in grid squares. When uploading logged contacts to LOTW, please make sure that this informa#on is included with each 

contact, or make sure that your LOTW informa#on includes your grid and county and that it's accurate for each contact. If 

you've already uploaded contacts to LOTW with incorrect informa#on, you can correct it and upload those contacts again. See 

this document on fixing logs uploaded to LOTW hIps://www.arrl.org/files/file/LoTW%20Instruc#ons/Fixing%20Your%

20Log.pdf.  

 

ZL1SIX Ocean Floater  
The ZL1SIX Ocean Floater baIery is flat and has now gone QRT aTer 407 days of opera#on - but what a fascina#ng project!  

hIp://mail01.#nyleIerapp.com/ke9v/calling-cq-issue-95/8867349-www.qsl.net/zl1rs/ocean-floater.html?c=525cc316-4c9f-

4513-8bcb-ec9a8d443069  

 

African DX  
Botswana, A2. Look for a Russian team to be ac#ve from Kasane (the northern part of Botswana) between 15 and 25 Septem-

ber. Operators men#oned are Yuri, RM0F (A25BI), Pavel, R2AD (A25SP) and YL Elena, RC5A (A25BE). Ac#vity will be on 160 to 6 

metres using CW and SSB. QSL via ClubLog's OQRS or via their home callsigns, direct and by the Bureau. Call signs A25BI and 

A25BE will both use LoTW.  

 

African Islands  
IOTA frequencies  

CW: 28 040 24 920 21 040 18 098 14 040 10 114 7 030 3 530 kHz  

SSB: 28 560 28 460 24 950 21 260 18 128 14 260 7 055 3 760 kHz  

 

Using a Drone to inspect your antennas  
Flying a drone to inspect your tower and antennas could eliminate the need for a climb. For non-com-mercial uses, a drone 

operator generally does not need to be licensed, but using a drone for the business of tower inspec#ons does require operator 

licensing. Here's an ar#cle that details what one person did to become licensed as a commercial drone operator and how 

they're using a drone for commercial broadcast tower inspec#ons. www.radioworld.com/tech-and-gear/0003/drones-can-be-

useful-in--inspec#ng-towers-and-anten-nas/339869  

 

Word to The Wise  
Non-ionizing Radia#on - Electromagne#c radia#on that does not have sufficient energy to displace elec-trons from their atoms. 

Radio Frequency (RF) radia#on is non-ionizing.  

 

2017 Contest University  
Presenta#ons and videos from the 2017 Contest University, held in Dayton, Ohio, are now available hIps://

www.contestuniversity.com/files/ and hIps://www.contestuniversity.com/videos/  

 

Bouvet Island 2018  
The presenta#on en#tled "Bouvet Island 2018" given by Nodir, EY8MM, at the 2017 Topband Dinner is available on the Top-

band Dinner website hIps://www.topbanddinner.com/presenta#ons/.  
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EX AFRICA SEMPER ALIQUID NOVI*  
 
 
Wireless experiments were conducted in Port Elizabeth in the 1890's.  
 
During the 1890's a Port Elizabeth youth, Alfred Jennings, was the inventor of a system of wireless telegraphy. He developed his 
wireless system concurrently with Marconi, but quite on his own! Around 1896 he actually used a type of "coherer" R his own 
invention and in 1899 he actually sent wireless messages ship to land over 12.5km. Truly a South African achievement.  
 
In about 1912 S.J Latskv of Stellenbosch experimented with coherers and crystal detectors. 
He was an early sw wireless pioneer in the Karoo at Strvdenburg . 
 
1914 saw Dr. H.J. van der Bijl propound his famous Equation for triode tubes. SxDxRi= 1. It 
still holds true today. Then in 1918 he built his famous tube, the 'Peanut Valve'. This was the 
first miniature tube invented and predated the American 870 range of tubes by 23 years. He 
also made the well known R101 tube. This South African worked in the USA and later be-
came the Scientific Adviser to the Union of South Africa. He was the founder of Iscor and 
Escom and the City of Vanderbijlpark is named after him.  
 
In the 1920's Klipheuvel Radio saw the Marconi beam system introduced for a SW radio-
telephone service between the Union of SA and the UK.  

 
Between 1924 and 1926 J.S. Streeter, ZS4A, 
worked all the continents on his reactive OV1 wireless set using bright emitter 
valves. He was the first SA wireless operator to contact the Argentine in 1925 and to 
establish two way SW contact between all five continents and South Africa.  
 
Then between 1927 and 1949 H.J. (Henry) Rieder was experimenting With Televi-
sion at his home in Green Point, Cape Town, and in 1949 he received BBC TV pic-
tures from Alexandra palace In London.  
 
 
 
 
 

In the late 1940's, early 1950's Dr. Wadley invented the famous Radar Distance 
Measuring Instrument, the Tellurometer, which had an accuracy of about 2" per 100 
miles! This caused a revolution world wide in Land Surveying and was a first for 
SA research and technology!  
 
At about this time Dr. wadley also invented the PLL system of radio reception 
(Phase-locked Loop> and this resulted in the production in SA of the famous porta-
ble receiver, the Barlow-Wadley radio and the Racal (Wadley> communications 
receiver and world-wide patent rights.  
 
*There is always something new out of Africa!  
 
Capt. L.G. Latski Latskv; Radio Museum; Van Rhynsdorp  
 

 
Barlow Wadeley XCR-30 receiver. 

Peanut Valve Receiver 

JS Streeter ZS4A 



The following article was sent to me by Richard F4WCD (ZS6TF) and was published originally in 1966. 
George Jillings was of course Richards Father in Law and Richard still has some of the original equipment displayed in this 
article. 
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CONTACT US: 

 

P.O. Box 12320 

Benoryn 

1504 

 Net Times and Frequencies (SAST ): 

Saturday 06:00 (04:00 UTC) —AM Net—3620 
Saturday 07:00 (05:00 UTC) —Western Cape SSB Net— 3630 
Saturday 07:30 (05:00 UTC) —KZN SSB Net—3615 
Saturday 08:30 (06:30 UTC)— National SSB Net— 7140; (Echolink, connect to Sandton repeater ZS6STN-R) 
           Experimental relay on 3620 for those having difficulty with local skip conditions. 
Saturday 14:00 (12:00 UTC)— CW Net—7020; (3550 after 15 min if band conditions not good on 40) 
Wednesday 19:00 (17:00 UTC) — AM Net—3620, band conditions permitting. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 

 

Mobile: 082 448 4368 

Email: andyzs6ady@vodamail.co.za 

Notices: 

Mission Statement Our aim is to facilitate, generate and maintain an interest in the location, acquisition, repair and use of yester-days radio’s and associated equip-ment. To encourage all like minded amateurs to do the same thus ensur-ing the maintenance and preservation of our amateur heritage.  
 
Membership of this group is free and by association. Join by logging in to our website: www.awasa.org.za 

Antique Wireless Association 

of Southern Africa 

Get your backdated issues 
at  

http://www.awasa.org.za 
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Visit our Website: 
www.awasa.org.za 


